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PALO ALTO

SCHOOL MATTERS

City names interim library director

Cornerstone
study meets
survey goals

School Matters is happy to hear your feedback. Please
e-mail comments to schoolmatters@paloaltopta.org to reach
Preeva Tramiel.

BY JESSE DUNGAN
Daily News Staff Writer

A San Jose library veteran will step
in as interim director of Palo Alto’s libraries when Diane Jennings retires next
month, the city announced Thursday.
Ned Himmel, who has been working
part-time for the San Jose Public Library
and overseeing construction of five new
branches there, is expected to hold the
post for up to six months and be paid $80
per hour.
“Ned is the perfect person to serve
in the interim capacity for the next few

months,” Jennings said in a prepared
statement. “He has extensive public library management experience in the
Bay Area and recently has been supporting San Jose’s library construction bond
program.”
Himmel worked as a public librarian
for 35 years and as assistant library director in San Jose from 2001 to 2009 before retiring in August. He lives in Palo
Alto and has a master’s degree in library
science from UC-Berkeley.
Jennings, who has worked for the city
since 1986 and oversaw the transition of
the library from the community services

department to its own branch, will retire
Nov. 5.
She intends to move to New Mexico
with her husband.
The city has hired the firm Peckham & McKenney to conduct a national
search for a new library director.
City Manager James Keene intends to
meet with the Library Advisory Commission, Library Foundation, Friends of the
Palo Alto Library and library department
staff before choosing the new director.

E-mail Jesse Dungan at
jdungan@dailynewsgroup.com.

REDWOOD CITY

County building goes solar in $3.3M project
n Panels generating one-third of electricity used in public works, emergency services facility
BY CHRIS COONEY
Bay City News

Under mostly sunny skies, San Mateo
County officials Wednesday morning unveiled a new solar power system that has
started supplying electricity to one of the
county’s main office buildings in downtown Redwood City.
The $3.3 million San Mateo County
Solar Genesis Project, which broke
ground in late June, is powered by 1,540
photovoltaic solar panels on the roof of a
five-story building and adjacent parking
structure at 555 County Center.
The solar panels, produced in Memphis, Tenn., and installed by San Josebased K2 Solar, now generate one-third of
the electricity used in the office building.
The structure houses several county
departments, including public works, the

clerk assessor-recorder, the tax-collectortreasurer and the sheriff’s office of emergency services.
K2 Solar President and CEO Stephen Tsu joined county Supervisor Mark
Church and County Manager David
Boesch in the building’s lobby for a ribbon-cutting ceremony Wednesday morning.
“I look forward to the day when we
can expand what we’ve done here to other
county facilities,” Church said.
On display next to them was a flatscreen monitor showing the real-time
solar system performance and calculating
clean-energy kilowatts being produced up
on the roof.
“We’re very proud of the system,” Tsu
Said. “It’s running very well.”
The county projects it will save
$75,000 annually during the 25-year proj-

ect and reduce carbon dioxide emissions
by 8,532 tons, the equivalent of driving a
car 15,566,000 miles.
The project was paid for entirely by
federal funds that were secured by Sen.
Barbara Boxer, Church said.
On the top of the parking garage, Tsu
showed off some of the working solar
panels — tipped 3 degrees to the south
to catch more sunlight — and a small
weather station that measures sunlight radiance and temperature.
The system requires little maintenance,
Tsu said — just a semi-annual wash to remove accumulated dust and pollen on the
panels that obstruct energy production.
The panels themselves are guaranteed
to last at least 25 years.
“They’ll take a beating,” Tsu said.
“I’ve proven that with my kids and a
baseball.”

Insist
on the
Daily News

Amanda Geiger never saw the drunk driver.
Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk.

When it comes time to put
your home on the market, tell
your Realtor that you want it
advertised in the Daily News.
An ad appearing four days
in the Daily News will reach
more than half a million
readers. No other local paper
comes close.
If you want a larger turnout
for an open house, and a
faster sale, sell it in the
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Project Cornerstone, a county nonprofit organization helping
communities build asset rich environments for the students,
conducted in October a survey of Santa Clara County students
in fifth-, seventh-, and ninth-through-12thgrades.
Amy Drolette, coordinator of student services for the Palo Alto Unified School District (PAUSD), called the district’s student
participation in the survey “outstanding.”
“Our elementary goal was 95 percent,
and most of our schools reached it. And
some sites had close to 100 percent participation. Our middle-school goal was 85
PREEVA
percent, and we came close, if not surpassed
TRAMIEL
that. Our high school goal was 75 percent,
and both sites met that mark,” she said.
The results will be combined with other Santa Clara County
student results. Ann Ehresman, executive director of Project
Cornerstone, collected data from 51,000 county students.“I just
packed the last box,” she said.
The results will be compiled in Minnesota at the Search
Institute, www.search-institute.org.
Palo Alto’s Project Safety Net adopted Project Cornerstone’s framework this July.
Drolette credited Sunny Dykwel and the PTA Council’s parent education committee with how well the PTA programs fit
with the district’s goals.
“Student connectedness is one of the focus goals for
PAUSD,” she said. “I am utterly impressed with how aligned
the PTA is with their individual schools and how aligned they
are with the district,” Drolette said.
Daisy Zook, PTA president of Terman Middle School, said
she felt the school had the highest participation of the three
middle schools because of the PTA’s hard work. “We had to do
a lot of parent education,” she said.
There was confusion about what Project Cornerstone and
the 41 Developmental Assets were, and why a survey was
needed.
“Project Cornerstone is the organization conducting the
surveys and giving training sessions for Asset building,” she
explained. “Results of the survey will help us improve the lives
of our children by community development of these 41 assets.”
The assets are experiences and qualities that help young
people grow up to be caring, productive adults.
Zook convinced her high school age son to take the survey
by explaining that the survey results will be used to improve the
lives of Palo Alto students.
“Our kids are just surveyed out to the hilt,” Zook said, “but
having the knowledge that the results will be shared and we will
be proactive definitely helped.”
The survey results will be released in February and come
back like a report card. “We will bring that out to the community as a midterm check,” Drolette said.
The school district and the city intend to work together to fill
in gaps found by the survey.
A discussion of the 41 Developmental Assets will be
broadcast on Channel 28 on Saturday at 4 p.m.; Nov. 3 at 7
p.m.; and Nov. 6 at 4 pm. The channel is streamed over the web
at www.communitymediacenter.net/watch/stream.
Project Cornerstone will present the survey in March and
give courses on the 41 Developmental Assets in the spring. For
more information, visit www.projectcornerstone.org/index.htm.
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