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San Mateo County

Resource available for
low-income countyfamilies

The Ways to Work Family Loan
Program is a proven, innovative program
that provides small, short-term, lowinterest loans to assist low-income San
Mateo County parents with challenging
credit histories to cope with transportation barriers which may interfere with
their ability to maintain self-sufficiency.
The purpose of the loan is to assist lowincome families through affordable car
ownership as a solution to employment
stability. For more information call 650403-4300 ext. 4100 or 877-939-5363 ext.
4100 (toll free) or e-mail at waystowork@
fssm.org

Belle Haven Clinic receives
$750, 000 grant

The Sequoia Healthcare District Board
of Directors has approved a $750,000
grant — $250,000 annually for three
years — to support adding a second
licensed health practitioner and related
support staff at Ravenswood’s Belle
Haven Clinic in Menlo Park.
According to Luisa Buada, CEO
of Ravenswood Family Health Center,
“Sequoia Healthcare District’s funding
comes at time when we urgently need to
be able to accommodate more patients,
especially as unemployment rises and
more people become uninsured. For the
past six months, RFHC has had to limit
new patient enrollment due to space and
staffing limitations. At the same time,
with state budget cuts looming, the county’s safety-net clinics are hard pressed
to absorb more patients. Fortunately, the

district’s grant award will fund additional medical staff at the Belle Haven
Clinic and that will allow us to expand
enrollment to new patients at that site.”
By strengthening RFHC’s capacity
to provide primary medical services to
uninsured and low-income families, the
Sequoia Healthcare District grant, approved
at the board’s Aug. 5 meeting, is helping
to increase access to primary care and in
turn reduce costly emergency room visits at
local hospitals.

For the past two years David and Janel
have helped form Team England for the
LFNC Annual 5K Run and Walk.
“We were delighted to be this year’s
winner,” David Lehman said. “We support this organization because of Janel’s
mother and all she has endured living with
lupus. We hope to see a cure for this disease
in her lifetime.”
Toyota of Palo Alto provided the 2009
Toyota Prius at a very reasonable cost.

Redwood City

Announcements

Saint Francis Center and Ratcliff are
pleased to announce that the nonprofit’s
La Casa building earned a LEED®
Silver certification rating from the U.S.
Green Building Council last month.
La Casa houses Saint Francis Center’s
essential services for families in need
in the Redwood City area, including
housing, clothing, food and education.
The structure earned innovation recognition from the USGBC for its efficient
recycling programs that divert tons of
donated food and clothing items from
landfills and place them in the hands of
more than 3,000 individuals each month.

Colleen Hotchkiss, a resident of Redwood City and a rising junior at Haverford
College in Haverford, Pa., remembers
when the power went out during her second day on the job at Grupo Venancia, a
nonprofit that seeks to advance women’s
rights in Matagalpa, Nicaragua.
A Spanish major with a concentration
in gender and sexuality studies, Hotchkiss is interning with Grupo Venancia
courtesy of Haverford’s Center for Peace
and Global Citizenship this summer. By
reaching out to local women through
education, Grupo Venancia unites Nicaraguan women in dismantling gender
inequality.
She says her work in Nicaragua has
inspired her to dedicate “not only my
summer, but perhaps my entire life” to
women’s rights. “I’m building relationships with the women I’m working with,
helping contribute to their organization
in a tangible way, and learning from them
about what it means to be a feminist activist
in another part of the world.”

SaintFrancis center earns a
LEED Silver Rating

San Mateo

Local couple wins Prius at
Lupus fundraiser

The lucky winners of the 2nd Annual
Toyota Prius Event — put on by the
Lupus Foundation of Northern California — were David and Janel Lehman of
San Mateo. Janel Lehman is the daughter
of Barbara England, a lupus patient.

Cohn-Vargas
leaving
Palo Alto
B

ecki Cohn-Vargas, who has overseen many curriculum adoptions, developed curriculum for teachers and championed
equity and identity safety, is leaving the Palo Alto Unified
School District this Friday. Her new job is superintendent of the
Luther Burbank School District in San Jose. “The district’s been
around for 100 years, a one-school school district. It’s a working class neighborhood, an unincorporated section of San Jose, in
between a lot of places you’ve heard about.”
she said. Luther Burbank has 575 students,
a five-member school board, and a difficult
reputation. Its budget this year was completed
three weeks late, and only with the help of the
Santa Clara County Department of Education.
But she’s looking forward to the challenge. “In
my new district, I will be ‘it.’ I’ll be the district
office,” she said.
“I’m a systems thinker,” Cohn-Vargas said
“and that’s why I wanted to be a superintendent.” Cohn-Vargas is known in the district
for her advocacy for the English Learners and Voluntary Transfer
Program students, “We have to really look at why there are certain
parts of our school population who are not doing well,” she said, and
because her new district is small, she can look at the whole picture
— how the pieces fit together. In her 10 years of service in Palo
Alto, Cohn-Vargas’ title has been director of elementary education
(curriculum and instruction and educational development). She has
been in charge of new teacher training, and training teachers new
to the district, overseeing mentoring of and supervising ‘about 20’
people throughout the district who do everything from coaching new
teachers to teach staff development classes.
Cohn Vargas’ real passion, however, is equity. “Identity
safety is making room for everyone at the table,” Eight years
ago, she initiated Community Conversations, which presented
workshops and speakers to combat racial prejudice, and the Not
in our Town/Not in our Schools project, which she worked on
with Elaine Hahn and Jean Hamilton. Cohn-Vargas is particularly
proud of how that project turned out, because it is now a studentrun project of both high schools, the subject of a film, that grew
out of what she thought would be a one-time event that was held
in response to a hate crime in the East Bay “They (the students)
decided that it would be ongoing,” she said.
“She’s been the conscience of the district,” said Superintendent Kevin Skelly. “It’s going to be hard to replace that.” He may
not have to look very far, since Cohn-Vargas has made many
friends who are as devoted to equity, opportunity and identity
safety as she is. “It’s like I have a whole army of people who
have said ‘I’ll help you ... In this community, the PTA is ready to
step up, and has a lot of ideas,” Cohn-Vargas said. “She’s done a lot,
and she’s learned a lot,” Skelly said. “I’m looking forward to seeing
her at the yearly meeting of Santa Clara County school superintendents.

Resident of Redwood City
fosters feminism in Nicaragua

— Nicole Gervasio
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School Matters is happy to hear your feedback. Please email any comments to schoolmatters@paloaltopta.org to reach
Preeva Tramiel, who is writing the column this year.

THE DAILY NEWS is the 2009 second-place award winner for GENERAL EXCELLENCE
among all daily newspapers in the region.

Dave’s
Auto Repair
now offering

$

15
15 off
off

any service or repair
(excluding
(excluding oil
oil changes)
changes)

plus free 21-point inspection with any service

Present this ad at time
of drop-off. Expires 09/30/09.

Dave’s new shop is located at
830 E. Charleston at Fabian in Palo Alto

(650) 328-6537

T H U R S DAY
S E P T E M B E R 10
7: 0 0 PM

Understanding Atrial Fibrillation
Presented by Stanford Hospital Health Library
Atrial Fibrillation or AF, is the most common cardiac arrhythmia which affects over two
million Americans. An arrhythmia is a problem with the speed or rhythm of the heartbeat.
This talk will focus on this condition and the risks that accompany it, as well as the
importance of diagnosing and treating it. This talk will cover a wide array of topics from new
guidelines for atrial fibrillation therapy through future treatments for AF.

Speaker – Paul Wang, MD
Professor of Medicine (Cardiovascular Medicine), Stanford University Medical Center
Location
Oak Room, East, Tresidder Memorial Student Union, 459 Lagunita Dr., Stanford University
NO FEE

TO R E G I S T E R CA L L ( 6 5 0 ) 4 9 8 -7 8 2 6
A Community Service of Stanford Hospital & Clinics

Autobahn Motors Mercedes-Benz

Back To School Specials

700 Island Parkway
Belmont
“WE’LL MEET OR BEAT ANY
CURRENT PUBLISHED SERVICE
COUPON OFFERED BY
INDEPENDENT OR FRANCHISED
REPAIR SHOPS

Lube, Oil & Filter Special Indian Summer Air Conditioning Special SMOG Special
$
• Change engine oil • Replace filter
All Makes & Models
4-Cylinder
6-Cylinder

34
$
3995
$

95

Plus Tax COC4

Plus Tax COC6

8-Cylinder
12-Cylinder

44
$
4995
$

95

Plus Tax COC8

Plus Tax COC12

Prices do not include hazardous waste fee. Synthetic oil extra. Offer valid only at
Autobahn Motors. Mercedes-Benz vehicles only. Not valid on previous charges.
May not be combined with any other offer or special. Coupon has no cash value.
Other restrictions may apply. Consult your service representative for details.
Please present coupon at time of service write-up. Expires 09/30/09.

$

• Evacuate and Recharge
• Check system capacity
• Cooling performance test
• Applies to R134A equipped
vehicles only

SAVE
NOW

198

88

All Makes & Models

Plus Tax

(Plus $8.25
for CA State Certificate)

Plus Tax

Prices do not include hazardous waste fee. Offer valid only at Autobahn
Motors. Not valid on previous charges. May not be combined with any other
offer or special. Coupon has no cash value. Other restrictions may apply.
Consult your service representative for details. Please present coupon at
time of service write-up. Expires 09/30/09.
CACS

49

88

Prices do not include hazardous waste fee. Offer valid only at
Autobahn Motors. Not valid on previous charges. May not be combined with
any other offer or special. Coupon has no cash value. Other restrictions may
apply. Consult your service representative for details. Please present
coupon at time of service write-up. Expires 09/30/09.
CSMOG

(650) 631-3050

Five-Wheel Alignment
Yes, you read that right. This special also includes a steering
wheel alignment, which is important for improved handling.
Autobahn Motors uses state-of-the-art
computerized alignment equipment
to match your Mercedes-Benz to
“original” factory specifications.

$

from

98

88
Plus Tax

Excludes caster bolts and distronic vehicles. Prices do not include hazardous
waste fee. Offer valid only at Autobahn Motors. Mercedes-Benz vehicles only. Not
valid on previous charges. May not be combined with any other offer or special.
Coupon has no cash value. Other restrictions may apply. Consult your service
representative for details. Please present coupon at time of service write-up
Expires 09/30/09.
CAFE

SCHEDULE A CONVENIENT APPOINTMENT BY CALLING
or VISIT US ONLINE AT www.autobahnmotors.com
YOU CAN ALSO E-MAIL QUESTIONS ABOUT SERVICE OR REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT AT service@autobahnmotors.com

