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NASA researchers
find life’s building block

Library taxes could
rise in two cities

NASA scientists have discovered glycine, a
fundamental building block of life, in samples
The $52 annual parcel tax Los Altos and
of comet Wild 2 returned by NASA’s Stardust
Los Altos Hills residents pay to support local
spacecraft.
libraries could be rising soon — likely to
“Glycine is an amino acid used by living
around $70 or more Los Altos Hills Council
organisms to make proteins, and this is the first
Member and NCLA Board Member Jean
time an amino acid has been found in a comet,”
Mordo said.
said Jamie Elsila of NASA’s Goddard Space
At a meeting this month of the North
Flight Center, Greenbelt, Md. “Our discovery
County Library Authority — a group of city of- supports the theory that some of life’s ingredificials from both cities who manage the parcel ents formed in space and were delivered to Earth
tax — members decided to put a new parcel tax long ago by meteorite and comet impacts.”
on a June 2010 primary election ballot.
Elsila is the lead author of a paper on this
The current parcel tax, passed in 1991, exresearch accepted for publication in the journal
pires in 2011. Residents pay the Los Altos tax
Meteoritics and Planetary Science. The research
in addition to a $33 annual Santa Clara County was presented during the meeting of the Amerilibrary tax. The extra funds keep the libraries
can Chemical Society at the Marriott Metro
open more hours and supplement the collection Center, Washington, D.C., on Aug. 16.
of books and other materials, Mordo said.
Proteins are the workhorse molecules of life,
Due to inflation, the cities need to raise the
used in everything from structures like hair to
amount in order to maintain the current hours,
enzymes, the catalysts that speed up or regulate
Mordo said. The board will meet again this fall chemical reactions. Just as the 26 letters of the
to work out the details of the tax.
alphabet are arranged in limitless combinations
Mordo said he was “fairly optimistic” local to make words, life uses 20 different amino
voters would support an increase, since they
acids in a huge variety of arrangements to build
overwhelmingly passed increases for the Santa millions of different proteins.
Clara County tax.
“The discovery of glycine in a comet
“This is such a small amount (of money),”
supports the idea that the fundamental buildhe said, “in a pretty well-to-do community that ing blocks of life are prevalent in space,
values education, books and reading.”
and strengthens the argument that life in the
universe may be common rather than rare,” said
Carl Pilcher, director of the NASA Astrobiology Institute headquartered at NASA Ames
Research Center, which co-funded the research.

District registration forms go online

The school district is eliminating an annoying
parental ritual by using online registration for the first
time. Emergency forms, district policies, acceptableuse policies, and other district information — which
used to come to the house in a 2-inch-thick mailing
— only to sit in a file all year, has gone electronic.
“The parents enter their own emergency
information on the Infosnap Web site, and the
program generates a hard-copy of the emergency
form, which we send to the school,” said Margie
Mitchell, attendance accounting supervisor for the
district. “We’ve gotten nothing but positive comments from the parents.”
The district did use snail mail in May to send
out a security code for each district student. Each
child has a unique code in the system, but with the
new system, parents get even more of a break on
the paperwork — the system can fill in all identical
information for siblings.
“If there are multiple children in the district,
parents can repopulate the form,” Mitchell said.
The district is using the Connect-Ed phone
system to remind parents who have not submitted
their child’s information yet to do so. The district
is prepared to help parents who lack computer or
English skills or who need computers for online
registration, Mitchell said.
“We have a bank of computers set up with
someone from the ELD (English Learner’s Department) who can translate,” Mitchell said.
Preferably, parents should make an appointment.
There are two times for parents to come in — either
10 a.m. to noon, or 4 to 6 p.m. The attendance office
also has a laptop available for parents to input data.
Parents who need help registering their children
online can drop by the office at 25 Churchill Ave.
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., or make an appointment with
Central Attendance by calling 650-329-3707.

Redwood City

Deadline approaches
for salsa-tasting contest

Foster City

Redwood City’s annual Salsa Tasting
Contest is fast approaching, and the city is
calling all salsa-makers to compete for a $500
cash prize for the best salsa and prizes in other
categories.
Teams can enter the salsa challenge as individuals or businesses. Categories include medium, hot and fruit. Festival goers will be able
to purchase a tasting kit in order to cast their
vote for the “People’s Choice Award.” Salsa
will be judged by a qualified panel of judges
based on aroma, consistency, color, appropriate
heat level, taste and aftertaste. The deadline for
entries is Saturday. Fees are $75 for restaurants
and $50 for individual teams.
All contest rules and more info are at
www.redwoodcity.org/events/salsafest.html.
The event takes place Sept. 26 from noon
to 8 p.m.
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News, announcements and events in your neighborhood

Los Altos,
Los Altos Hills

Palo Alto schools started today, and some
schools are welcoming new principals.
At Ohlone Elementary School, William Overton
is taking over for longtime principal Susan Charles.
Overton was a teacher at Ohlone before stepping up
to the principal’s position.
Juana Briones Elementary
School is currently without a
permanent principal. Michael
O’Neill left the area to move
his family to New England, but
Gary Dalton, who was at the
helm of Juana Briones in the
early 2000s, has come out of
retirement to get the school year
PREEVA
started while a search continues
TRAMIEL
for O’Neill’s replacement.
JLS Middle School principal
Don Cox has been replaced by Sharon Ofek, who
was an assistant principal at JLS last year.

The San Mateo chapter of the Embroiderer’s Guild of America (EGA) invites visitors to attend its monthly meeting at 10 a.m.
today at Always Quilting Quilt Shop in San
Mateo. Visitors are welcome and there is no
charge to attend up to three Embroiderer’s
Guild of America meetings. Complimentary
salad bar buffet lunch, dessert, coffee and tea
will be provided. Always Quilting is located
at 4230 Olympic Ave., San Mateo, in the
Olympic Shopping Center west of Longs
Drugs and Mollie Stone’s.

WEDNESDAY

Kids’ Night

On Wednesday from 4 to 6 p.m., the
Kids’ Night free event at Full Circle Farm,
1055 Dunford Way in Sunnyvale, will
feature activities for children of all ages and
a chance to view Full Circle Farm’s wild and
domestic birds. Members of the local Audubon Society will be on hand, ready to explore
the farm’s beautiful feathered residents. The
evening will finish with a tour of the chicken
coop to feed and pet the farm’s hens.

THURSDAY

Crazy Wisdom for a Cause

One World Children’s Fund and Insight
Meditation South Bay present Crazy
Wisdom for a Cause, A Fundraiser for the
Children of Bodh Gaya, India. The event
will feature Wes “Scoop” Nisker and Nina
Wise plus the short documentary “The
Rescue Junction Story” from 7 to 9 p.m. at
All Saint’s Episcopal Church, 555 Waverley
St., Palo Alto. For more information, call
415-255-3014 or e-mail info@owcf.org.

SATURDAY

PJCC gets $500K grant
for cultural programs

‘Bookstock’

A yearslong program to explore the immense variety within Jewish culture launched
this month with an unprecedented grant given
to the Peninsula Jewish Community Center.
The four-year, $500,000 grant is a joint gift
from the Koret Foundation and Taube Philanthropies and is designed to allow the PJCC to make
more elaborate programming plans than are usually realistic, since most nonprofits have to renew
their funding sources every year, said Susan
Wolfe, who directs the grant-making program at
Koret. For more information on the PJCC, call
650-212-PJCC (7522) or visit www.pjcc.org. The
public is also invited to visit the center at 800
Foster City Blvd. in Foster City.

The community is invited to enjoy
“Bookstock,” a family celebration of books,
music, peace and fun in Redwood City.
The event will be on the lawn next to the
Redwood City Downtown Library, 1044
Middlefield Road, from 1 to 4 p.m.
A kid-friendly rock band, the Raytones,
will be performing their lively mix of blues,
rock, and good time music written specifically with children in mind, joined by their
dancing mascot Ray the Rhino. Other activities include face-painting, a Friends of the
Library book sale, crafts, hot dog vendors,
and more. There will be a drawing for free
prizes including iPods and gift certificates
to Toys-R-Us and Kepler’s Bookstore.

Send us your news, announcements and calendar items in our coverage area to jcasini@dailynewsgroup.com. We will publish for free, space permitting.
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School Matters is happy to hear your
feedback. Please e-mail any comments to
schoolmatters@paloaltopta.org to reach
Preeva Tramiel, who is writing the column this
year. Look on the PTA Council Web site, www.
paloaltopta.org, and pull down the leftmost
menu, and click on “school matters” to see
submission guidelines for press releases.
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Upgrade & Save!

CABINETS (Reface or Replace)
COUNTERTOPS
FLOORING
Design to Completion
GARRISON Hardwood Flooring (Engineered 5”
wide, Distressed/Smooth – ONLY $5.99/sf!!!

Visit Our New Showroom.
Now Open 7 Days!
Better Business
Bureau

Spring Special

E
IC
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650-322-7277

Cabinet
Glazing!!

D A I LY N E W S

Independently Rated
Highest in Quality

Call or come in to schedule your free estimate
for your kitchen remodel project!

Stop by our Showroom!

Open 7 Days A Week 10AM - 5PM

8/31/09

1091 Industrial Rd. Suite 185 San Carlos, CA
Offer Expires 8/31/09

Real Estate Broker, CA Dept. Of Real Estate License #01370741

www.sternmor tgage.com

(Corner of Brittan Ave. & Industrial Rd.)

650.631.0330 • www.keanekitchens.com

Lic# 903301

136671

MAKING
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EASIER
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YOU!
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*Not to be combined with other offers. Restrictions apply.

Autobahn Motors Mercedes-Benz

Summer Road Trip Specials

700 Island Parkway
Belmont
“WE’LL MEET OR BEAT ANY
CURRENT PUBLISHED SERVICE
COUPON OFFERED BY
INDEPENDENT OR FRANCHISED
REPAIR SHOPS

SMOG Special
All Makes & Models

49

$

88

Plus Tax

(Plus $8.25
for CA State Certificate)
Prices do not include hazardous waste fee. Offer valid only at
Autobahn Motors. Not valid on previous charges. May not be combined with
any other offer or special Coupon has no cash value. Other restrictions may
apply. Consult your service representative for details. Please present
coupon at time of service write-up. Expires 08/31/09.
CSMOG

Check Engine Light Diagnosis Special
Malfunction
Indicator
Light Special
• Applies to Mercedes-Benz only

4988

$

Plus Tax

Prices do not include hazardous waste fee. Offer valid only at
Autobahn Motors. Not valid on previous charges. May not be combined with
any other offer or special Coupon has no cash value. Other restrictions may
apply. Consult your service representative for details. Please present
coupon at time of service write-up. Expires 08/31/09.
MILS

Lube, Oil & Filter Special Summer Air Conditioning Special
• Change engine oil • Replace filter
4-Cylinder
6-Cylinder

3495
$
3995
$

Plus Tax COC4

Plus Tax COC6

8-Cylinder
12-Cylinder

4495
$
4995
$

Plus Tax COC8

Plus Tax COC12

Prices do not include hazardous waste fee. Synthetic oil extra. Offer valid only at
Autobahn Motors. Mercedes-Benz vehicles only. Not valid on previous charges.
May not be combined with any other offer or special. Coupon has no cash value.
Other restrictions may apply. Consult your service representative for details.
Please present coupon at time of service write-up. Expires 08/31/09.

(650) 631-3050

All Makes & Models

• Evacuate and Recharge
• Check system capacity
• Cooling performance test
• Applies to R134A equipped
vehicles only

$

SAVE
NOW

198

88
Plus Tax

Prices do not include hazardous waste fee. Offer valid only at Autobahn
Motors. Not valid on previous charges. May not be combined with any other
offer or special. Coupon has no cash value. Other restrictions may apply.
Consult your service representative for details. Please present coupon at
time of service write-up. Expires 08/31/09.

CACS

SCHEDULE A CONVENIENT APPOINTMENT BY CALLING
or VISIT US ONLINE AT www.autobahnmotors.com
YOU CAN ALSO E-MAIL QUESTIONS ABOUT SERVICE OR REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT AT service@autobahnmotors.com

