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School districts
wary of budget
consequences

Chloe Iglehart and David
Foster perform as Gretel
and Hansel, respectively,
in the play, “Hansel and
Gretel: The Untold Story,”
at the Palo Alto Children’s
Theatre on Thursday. The
play, which weaves other
fairy-tale characters such
as Snow White and Little
Red Riding Hood into the
fable, will run through
July 16.

Midyear cuts of up to $2 billion
loom for public institutions statewide
n

BY NEIL GONZALES
Bay Area News Group

Kirstina Sangsahachart /
Daily News

Annoucements

The big issues for LGBT older adults are
identifying as LGBT and finding resources
for someone who is older with people who
can understand their experiences, because
things have changed a lot.”
The program offers one-on-one and
peer-to-peer interactions; group sessions
may be added in the future. Sessions
take place anywhere the client and peer
counselor feel comfortable, including at the
client’s home or at a senior center. For more
information, call Peninsula Family Service
at 650-403-4300 and ask to speak about
senior peer counseling. The service is also
open to clients who speak Spanish, Filipino,
Cantonese and Mandarin.

Peninsula LGBT services
expanding for older adults

Peninsula Family Service has added
three LGBT volunteer peer counselors and
an LGBT program coordinator to its Senior
Peer Counseling Program, part of its Older
Adult Services.
The additions will
allow Peninsula Family
Service to expand its
services to the LGBT
population and to offer
a unique service to the
aging baby boomer
population, according
to a statement released
by the organization.
PACHECO
The program, available
to San Mateo County
residents 55 and older, fills an unmet need
by making available volunteers who are not
only the same age but have similar experience, wisdom, values and culture. The
volunteers undertake a nine-week training
course taught by licensed professionals and
provide opportunities for interactions, encouragement and suggestions of resources
to their clients.
“The LGBT Senior Peer Counseling
Program offers up services that aren’t
known in the area,” Arquimides Pacheco,
the new LGBT program coordinator at
Peninsula Family Service, said in the statement. “Our community is so youth-based.

Sawyer Camp Trail to
close during PUC project

San Mateo County’s Sawyer Camp Trail
will be closed to through traffic 8 p.m. to 6
a.m. Monday through Saturday from June
27 until sometime in October, because of a
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
project.

Calendar
Annual tree survey

WHAT: Canopy will kick off its annual
young tree care survey on July 9 and is looking for volunteers. Arborist Heather Booty
will lead a two-hour walk, after which volunteers will be treated to lunch and receive
training on how to survey young trees. VolJames A. Ruck has been commissioned
as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army after unteers will then disperse to check the health
of recently planted trees. Additional tree
successfully completing the Army Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps program and gradu- surveys are scheduled for July 16 and 20.
WHEN: July 9. Tree walk, from 10 a.m.
ating with a bachelor’s degree from Stanford
to
noon.
Lunch and training, from noon to 1
University.
p.m. Tree survey, from 1 to 3 p.m.
The new officer will be branched to a
WHERE: Gamble Garden Center, 1431
specific corps in the Army to serve on active
Waverley St., Palo Alto
duty or in the National Guard or Reserve.
COST: None
The lieutenant will attend an officer basic
MORE INFO: Visit www.canopy.org to
course relating to his particular military
RSVP
for the tree walk. Space is limited.
occupational specialty/job. Afterward, the
officer will complete advanced training by
Send your community news,
attending basic officer leadership courses for
announcements and calendar items
career progression purposes.
to Jason Green at jgreen@
Ruck is the son of Robert and Lee Ruck
dailynewsgroup.com.
of Millbrae.

Stanford graduate
gets Army commission

SCHOOL MATTERS

Register Palo Alto students this summer via Infinite Campus
Dunkin said.
The district’s technology office works
closely with Margie Mitchell, the head of the
district’s central attendance, to make sure all
information is complete and correct. Parents
who do not have complete information, or
who have non-working email addresses, will
be notified by snail mail during the summer.
One common mistake parents make is
not designating another person, such as a
grandparent or friend as a local emergency
contact.
“Of course, if a child gets sick, we call
the parents first,” Dunkin said. “But if you
cannot be reached, the district needs a list of
people we can release your child to.”
Updates to student information can be
done on Infinite Campus from anywhere in
the world.
“If you can get an Internet connection
anywhere, you can do this in real time without talking to a person,” Dunkin said.
However, parents must have their
username and password to use the portal. If
parents need to set up a new student profile
or forgot their password, they should email
InfiniteCampus@pausd.org from the same
email address they registered with.

Before leaving town for the summer,
Palo Alto Unified School District parents
should visit the Infinite Campus portal at
http://pausd.org/parents/InfiniteCampus/
index.shtml.
At this site, parents can update their
student’s emergency
contact list.
“We have to have
emergency information
for all of our students
before school starts,” said
Ann Dunkin, director of
technology for the school
district.
Palo Alto’s new
PREEVA
school year will begin on
TRAMIEL
Tuesday, Aug. 23, and all
information — including
immunization data and emergency contacts
— must be entered into the Infinite Campus
system by then. A significant change this
year is that all students in seventh grade and
up must have a Tdap booster vaccination.
More than half of district students now
have updated information on file with Infinite Campus.
“We have 5,668 students registered,”

For assistance from an actual staff
member, the district registration office is
open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, starting Tuesday.
The school district’s website has links to
an online appointment system. This appointment system provides estimated times to
complete various tasks, ranging from delivering an immunization record (5 minutes)
to registering multiple students new to the
district (60 minutes). A list of information
and documentation needed can be viewed at
http://pausd.org/parents/registration/index.shtml.
A district employee is on call at the technology office at 650-329-3776 for anyone
who needs help with the system. If a parent
forgets his or her password, the Infinite
Campus account will be reset to allow the
parent to choose another username and password. Passwords are not sent through email
for security reasons.
This is the final School Matters column
for the current school year. Have a good
vacation!
School Matters is happy to hear your
feedback. Please email comments to
schoolmatters@paloaltopta.org to reach
Preeva Tramiel.

The new state budget may not force school districts
to rip up their recently adopted spending plans and start
anew, but it keeps open the possibility of their having to do
so midstream during the 2011-12 academic year.
Midyear cuts of up to nearly $2 billion still loom for
K-12 public education statewide, and school administrators are complaining that the state budget — which Gov.
Jerry Brown signed Thursday — will seriously hamper
their ability to tackle the potential reductions. Their concern revolves around the budget’s inclusion of AB 114,
which protects teachers from layoffs in 2011-12 but leaves
districts without the use of faculty reductions to help bridge
any future shortfall.
“There’s a possibility
of midyear cuts, but the
BUDGET WOES
state doesn’t want us to
Millbrae: Trustees
plan for midyear cuts,”
approved more than
said Michele Dodge,
$340,000 in cuts for 2011-12
interim chief business
Community colleges:
officer for the Millbrae
Onetime funds closed $7.8
School District. “The inmillion deficit
teresting concept is that
State funding: K-12
they are going to give
could face midyear cuts of
us stable funding — no
nearly $2 billion
funding increases or deEnrollment costs: Fall
creases — but allow for
community college fees rose
no layoffs. But costs still
from $26 to $36
go up. I’m not quite sure
In the future:
how districts will deal
Community colleges could
with that. It’s something
raise fees to $46 in the
I haven’t seen the state
do before.”
Ron Bennett, president of School Services of California Inc. — a Sacramento-based organization that provides financial, management and other services to districts — lambasted the
legislation. “This is the worst fiscal policy we’ve had,”
Bennett said. “The law specifically says districts are prohibited from setting aside money to cover midyear cuts. It
makes districts very vulnerable.”
Bennett described the legislation as an outcome of the
influence of teachers unions. “They want the money spent
upfront on salaries and want (previously cut) positions restored,” he said.
So if midyear cuts do happen, the reductions would
“come from other than teachers.” Those cuts could reach
$1.9 billion if revenue projections in the state budget don’t
materialize, he said.
Midyear cuts are particularly difficult for districts because they have already committed resources, and the
school calendar is already half over, Dodge said.
An official at the California Teachers Association could
not immediately be reached for comment. But in a statement this week, association President Dean Vogel called
the state budget the best option for public education that
still gives districts time to adjust their finances.
“While this new plan is far from what our schools and
colleges need to provide all students a quality education,
it protects them from much worse cuts and will help local school districts and colleges plan for the coming year,”
Vogel said.
He also pointed out that in the past year, thousands of
educators were laid off and class sizes increased — solutions that have occurred annually because of the state’s
ongoing funding problems.
For now, the budget that the Millbrae district board
passed Monday will remain as it is — assuming there are
no midyear cuts, Dodge said. Millbrae trustees approved
a budget that relies on reserves to cover a deficit of more
than $340,000 in 2011-12, she said. The budget also includes cuts to classified employees such as those in maintenance and media technology.
The San Mateo County Community College District
will also stand pat with the budget its board adopted last
week, said Kathy Blackwood, the agency’s chief financial
officer. The college district closed a $7.8 million deficit
using onetime funds, she said, but plenty of uncertainty
remains.
The state has bumped the community college enrollment fee from $26 to $36 per unit, effective this fall semester. But Blackwood noted that the fee could still go up
to $46 for the spring if projected state revenues fall short.
“So students may be registering for classes without
knowing how much they will cost,” she said.

“KOZY BROTHERS”

DE MARTINI ORCHARD

Amanda Geiger never saw the drunk driver.

www.demartiniorchard.com

66 N. SAN ANTONIO RD., LOS ALTOS

650-948-0881

Open Daily
8am – 7pm

Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk.

FARM FRESH AND
ALWAYS THE BEST

Prices Effective
06-29 Thru 07-05

APRICOTS BLUEBERRIES
SEEDLESS
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¢

WATERMELONS
¢
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RASPBERRIES
$ 00
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SWEET

LB
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TASTY
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FOR

ORGANIC LOCAL

LB

LOCAL GROWN
PLUMP SWEET
AND TASTY
TASTY
11 oz PKG.

HARD TO FIND ITEMS

P ADRON PEPPERS
SQUASH BLOSSOMS
BLACK APRICOTS
LYCHEE NUTS
P ASSION FRUIT
ITALIAN BEANS
MOMOTARO TOMATO
YELLOW CORN
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LB
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$

YOUR EVERYDAY FARMERS MARKET
ONLINE AT www.demartiniorchard.com
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TIME FOR JAM
P ATTERSONS ARE IN
SWEET AND TASTY
TASTY
00
FOR 25# BOX
$23 00

