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Port unions
join forces
against
Saltworks

Fundraiser to benefit
family of slain infant

Announcement
Woodside High alum
graduates basic training

Air Force Airman Gregory J. Nelson
graduated from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio.

n DMB Associates says it is working

to address concerns raised by labor
groups, area businesses over project

Courtesy the city of East Palo Alto

The Redwood City Sunrise Lions Club, Salvation Army and Towne Ford in Redwood City are
setting up a fundraiser for the family of 3-month-old Izack Jesus Jimenez Garcia, picture above,
who died June 5 when gunmen fired into his family’s car in East Palo Alto.

The airman, who graduated from
Woodside High School in 2008, completed
an intensive, eight-week
program that included
training in military
discipline and studies,
Air Force core values,
physical fitness, and
basic warfare principles
and skills.
Airmen who complete basic training earn
four credits toward an
NELSON
associate in applied science degree through the
Community College of the Air Force.
Nelson is the son of Nina Kadera, of
Redwood City, and Richard Nelson, of
Fairfield.

BY JESSE DUNGAN

Calendar

Daily News Staff Writer

A proposal to build thousands of homes on the Cargill
salt ponds in Redwood City is facing growing opposition
from unions, including those that represent port workers, an
environmental group leading the charge against the development announced Thursday.
The Sailors Union of the Pacific and International Longshore and Warehouse Union Local 6 have joined three other
unions that oppose the Redwood City Saltworks project, according to nonprofit Save the Bay.
Cargill and DMB Associates hope to build up to 12,000
homes, as well as office buildings
and schools on the salt ponds east of “We are
Highway 101. The project would also
feature open space, playing fields and thrilled to
some tidal marsh restoration.
have such
“If you build 12,000 units of housing adjacent to the (Port of Redwood vigorous
City), what is going to happen is it’s and robust
going to kill the port,” said Sailors
Union of the Pacific President Gun- labor support
nar Lundeberg. “All the folks who already.”
will reside in the area will start complaining about industrial activity.”
DAVID SMITH, DMB
Save the Bay, which wants to see
ASSOCIATES SENIOR
the salt ponds restored as natural habVICE PRESIDENT
itat, says the five unions that oppose
the project represent about 80,000
workers in Northern California. In addition, several businesses and associations around Seaport Boulevard — such
as Sims Metal, PABCO Gypsum and the Port of Redwood
City — are also concerned about the project, according to
the organization.
DMB Senior Vice President David Smith acknowledged
the concern Thursday.
“We’ve heard them say that and ... we’re working very
closely to evolve the land plan to take those concerns into
consideration, and that’s going on as we speak,” he said.
Smith pointed out there are other labor groups that back
the project.
“We are thrilled to have such vigorous and robust labor
support already,” he said.
Last summer, DMB Associates announced that a dozen
labor groups were in support of conducting an environmental review of the project. The organizations represent more
than 300,000 workers.
“This plan would create the thing we all need most,
which is jobs,” Bill Nack, business manager of the San Mateo Building Trades Council, said in a statement Thursday.
“These would be in addition to the good union jobs already
in place in Redwood City, including at the port.”
The Saltworks project is expected to create more than
33,000 jobs, according to the trades council. Some opponents, however, say a few years of construction work aren’t
worth risking long-term jobs at the port.
Other unions that oppose the Cargill development are the
Teamsters Joint Council 7, the International Longshore and
Warehouse Union Local 10 and the American Federation of
Teachers Local 1493, according to Save the Bay.
An environmental review of the project, which the city
council of Redwood City authorized last year, is just getting
under way.

Museum to host HeliFest
WHAT: The Hiller Aviation Museum
will host HeliFest — a weekend dedicated
to helicopters. In addition to a Vertical
Challenge Helicopter Show, the event will
feature a display of military helicopters and
a play zone for kids.
WHEN: Saturday and Sunday, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.
WHERE: Hiller Aviation Museum, 601
Skyway Road, San Carlos
COST: Tickets are $15 per adult, $10
per youths 5 to 17 years old. Seniors and
children 4 and under get in for free.
MORE INFO: www.hiller.org

SCHOOL MATTERS

Talking trash: Saving money via zero-waste lunches
environmental outreach coordinaThough the school year is over,
tors whose job is educating the
Zea Luce is still thinking about
community.
school lunches — zero-waste
“I go around and talk to the
lunches, in particular.
schools, businesses, apartment
“We’re targeting items in the
buildings, restaurants, everybody.
lunches that are not reusable, recyWe don’t want this to drop off the
clable, or compostable,” said Luce,
radar,” she said.
environmental outreach coordinator
All Palo Alto schools switched
for GreenWaste of Palo Alto.
PREEVA
over to GreenWaste in spring 2010.
“All of the food, napkins, milk
TRAMIEL
The more recycling they do, the
containers and cardboard trays, we
less money they pay for trash. The
can compost. Juice boxes, Capri
typical elementary school now
Sun pouches and other ‘tetra paks’
are not recyclable. That’s why we are talking avoids about $130 a month in trash costs,
and the whole district saves more than
up zero-waste lunches, using a thermos to
$260,000 a year.
carry juice poured from a larger container
“The PAUSD, the PTA and the district
instead of a box or a pouch.”
are pushing this really hard,” said Jeffrey
GreenWaste of Palo Alto is a private
Sid, who leads the Green Team at Addison
company and a branch of GreenWaste
Recovery, which won a Sustainable Business Elementary School, and is the father of two
students there.
Award on June 2 from Acterra, a environMany private schools in Palo Alto are
mental nonprofit group, for its waste-sorting
also avoiding costs by sorting their trash,
facility in San Jose.
particularly St. Elizabeth Seton, Luce said.
GreenWaste works with Palo Alto on its
The Emerson School, Gideon Hausner Day
zero-waste initiative. Luce is one of three

School, and the International School are also
saving money on their monthly trash bills.
“I taught Sister Lolita (Krebsbach)’s class,
and they taught everyone else,” Luce said.
“They did really great posters for each classroom, and away it went. St. Elizabeth Seton
cut their garbage from 9 cubic yards per week
to only 3 yards per week, and added 8 yards
of compost per week and a 3-yard recycle
bin. The school has really embraced the new
system and is doing a fabulous job.”
The Green Teams were formed at the
schools to work on various sustainability
projects, such as getting students into the habit
of composting and recycling. The teams will
continue work on waste education, aiming to
make it part of school operations.
“It’s one of those things that need to be
positively reinforced,” Sid said. “It’s really
key to get it going at the beginning of the
year, and we have to monitor it periodically.”
School Matters is happy to read
your feedback. Please email comments
to schoolmatters@paloaltopta.org to
reach Preeva Tramiel.

SAN MATEO COUNTY

Sacramento man charged in PG&E scam
n

Dozen counts against 41-year-old include extortion, elder abuse, ID theft
BY JOSHUA MELVIN
Bay Area News Group

A Sacramento man faces a dozen charges
in connection with a scam in which he
claimed to be an affiliate of PG&E in San
Mateo County, a prosecutor said Thursday.
Michael Phong Nguyen, 41, portrayed
himself as the head of a company — Professional Gas and Electric — that he claimed
was tied to the energy giant in order to secure
construction jobs, said District Attorney Steve
Wagstaffe. He offered “vouchers” for work to
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REDWOOD CITY

Community news
The Redwood City Sunrise Lions Club,
with the help of the Salvation Army and
Towne Ford in Redwood City, will hold
a fundraiser dinner for the family of a 3month-old boy killed in a shooting earlier
this month.
Izack Jesus Jimenez Garcia died when
17-year-old Fabian Zaragoza allegedly
opened fire on the car the infant and his
family were riding in. According to police,
Zaragoza mistakenly believed the car was
carrying gang members who had beat him
up on May 31.
The dinner will take place June 23 at
the Salvation Army in Redwood City,
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Salad, pasta and dessert will be served. Before June 20, tickets
are $20 per adult, $10 per child over 10,
$5 per child 10 and under, and $40 for
a family of two adults and two children.
Tickets at the door are $25 per adult and
$45 per family.
To purchase tickets to the dinner, call Al
Hernandez at 650-575-5466. Reservations
can be paid for at the door or mailed to
Redwood City Sunrise Lions, PO Box 573,
Redwood City, CA 94064.
The club is also seeking raffle prize and
monetary donations. All proceeds will go
to the family of Izack Jesus. Donations can
be dropped off at either the Salvation Army
at 660 Veterans Blvd. or Towne Ford at
1601 El Camino Real.

150

improve home energy conservation.
Nguyen, who was released on $150,000
bail, appeared in San Mateo County Superior
Court on Thursday; Aug. 9 was set for a preliminary hearing, Wagstaffe said. The counts
against him range from extortion to elder
abuse and identity theft.
He is charged with taking money and not doing the home-improvement work he promised
for two northern San Mateo County property
owners. In one case, he racked up the maximum
allowable charges on a victim’s credit card,
Wagstaffe said. In another, he allegedly did

one day of work before abandoning the project,
leaving exposed wires and damaged stucco.
The homeowner had to hire another contractor
to perform expensive repairs, Wagstaffe said.
Defense attorney Douglas Horngrad said
the charges are overblown and exaggerated.
“I do not agree that Mr. Nguyen violated any
laws, but if he did, it’s misdemeanor, not felony, conduct,” Horngrad said.
Prosecutors said Nguyen pulled a similar
scam in 2007, which resulted in the San Francisco District Attorney’s Office getting a court
order prohibiting him from doing it again.
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• We handle Uncontested and
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• Complex Property Division
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Attn: Business owners

Email Jesse Dungan at
jdungan@dailynewsgroup.com.

The Yellow Pages prints your ad once a year and charges you a very high rate once a month.
The Daily News prints your ad every day and charges you a very low rate once a month.
If you want more bang for your buck, advertise in the Daily News. Call (650) 391-1000.

CORRECTION
A story that appeared on page 2 of Tuesday’s Daily
News (“Man with East Palo Alto ties ID’d as crash victim”)
incorrectly stated that Terrance Abdullah earned a
bachelor’s degree in communications from De Anza
College in 2009. He received an associate’s degree in
liberal arts from the school in 2003. The Daily News
regrets the error.

Worried About
Outliving Your Money?
Are You

Will you ever be able to retire?

You are invited to a FREE workshop to learn
how to take charge of your financial future.
YOU WILL LEARN...
• What the top five financial challenges are that you face during your retirement and how you can overcome them!
• How you can reap the upside of the market without the downside risk!
• Why the advice that many investment advisors give to retirees is causing them to lose income!
• Why you cannot manage your money like previous generations!

Register Today to Reserve Your Seat for the Retirement... Ready or Not FREE Workshop

www.NorthStarRetirementSolutions.com/seminars.cfm
or call (650) 325-1695

Thursday, June 23, 2011
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Cubberley Community Center, Room A-2
4000 Mlddlefleld Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303

Presented by Leslie Gross, RFC,
CRPC, the founder and president of
North Star Retirement Solutions and
Planning Services, LLC.

This event is for the general public only. No Financial Advisors, Brokers or Agents Please. Seating is limited to the first 35 responders, so make your reservation now!
Investment advisory services are offered by REAP Financial Group, LLC. REAP Financial Group, LLC is a Registered Investment Advisory Firm.
Securities and investments involve risk. Risk related to all securities and investment products can never be completely eliminated.
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