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“I’m pleased that Stanford can make this contribution to regional recreation.This isn’t a nature trail
per se, but it crosses a variety of landscapes where one can see native oak trees, riparian communities,
grasslands and wildflowers, birds and other wildlife.”
CHARLES CARTER, STANFORD DIRECTOR OF LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENT

Kate Chesley / Stanford University

The new Matadero Trail is scheduled to open today. The 2.3-mile trail will be open to hikers and bicyclists, and open seven days a week from
sunup to sundown.

New Stanford trail opens
to hikers, bicyclists today
n ‘Matadero Trail’ offers views similar to those from The Dish
BY DIANA SAMUELS
Daily News Staff Writer

A long-awaited trail across Stanford University land is set to open today, following
years of controversy and court battles.
Hikers and bicyclists can explore the
new “Matadero Trail” starting at 6 a.m.,
Stanford officials said. It will be open seven
days a week from sunup to sundown.
“As you go up to the top, the views and
the hiking part are very similar to the views
that you have from The (Stanford) Dish,”
said Larry Horton, Stanford senior associate vice president for public affairs. “It’s a
very pleasant hike.”
The 2.3-mile trail starts on the east side
of Page Mill Road at Foothill Expressway
with a paved section for bicyclists and pedestrians. It then splits into two trails, with
the unpaved pedestrian portion continuing
south toward Interstate 280 and curving to
run along Arastradero Road. For bicyclists,
the path continues to Arastradero via Deer
Creek Road.

Stanford plans to add bike lanes along
Deer Creek Road but is waiting for Palo
Alto to complete some road construction
there, Horton said.
Leashed dogs are allowed on the trail.
There is no public parking but visitors can
get to the path by walking or biking.
“I’m pleased that Stanford can make this
contribution to regional recreation,” Charles
Carter, Stanford director of land use and environment, said in a statement. “This isn’t
a nature trail per se, but it crosses a variety
of landscapes where one can see native oak
trees, riparian communities, grasslands and
wildflowers, birds and other wildlife.”
Stanford made an agreement with Santa
Clara County in 2000 to build the trail, as
well as another along Alpine Road, in exchange for the county’s approval of the
university’s expansion plans.
Both trails have been held up by controversy. A lawsuit filed by the environmental
group Committee for Green Foothills went
all the way to the California Supreme Court
last year.

The committee claimed the Alpine Road
trail plans were made without proper environmental review, and said the path was
essentially an expansion of a sidewalk on a
dangerous, busy road, rather than a hiking
trail.
Though the Matadero Trail was not as
controversial, Stanford stopped its construction after the lawsuit over the other trail was
filed in 2006. The court sided with Stanford
in February 2010.
The fate of the Alpine Road trail remains
unclear. Horton said construction is beginning on one section of the path that runs
through Portola Valley, but the San Mateo
County Board of Supervisors in 2007 rejected a segment that cuts through its jurisdiction.
Horton said Stanford’s offer to build the
trail will remain on the table until Dec. 31, if
county officials change their minds.
Email Diana Samuels at
dsamuels@dailynewsgroup.com.
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SCHOOL MATTERS

Discussion
explores
students’ role
in community
“Teenagers are not as scary as they appear,” said Louise Valente, vice president of leadership services for the
Palo Alto PTA Council, during a Wednesday presentation
to parents of the Developmental Assets Survey.
The 160-question survey was taken in 2010 by more
than 4,000 students in the district. The survey showed that
while 83 percent of elementary school students are doing
well as measured by the Developmental Assets model, the
number declines as students get older.
The figure drops to 53 percent when
students reach high school.
“Only nine of the assets that were
measured are directly related to
schools,” said Michaela Presti, PTAC
vice president for health and safety.
Much of what the survey measured was
related to family and neighborhood relationships; only 41 percent of high school
PREEVA
students felt that they mattered to people
TRAMIEL
in their community.
All the district schools are getting
copies of the results and will respond to them differently.
“At Palo Verde, our principal is trained in the Developmental Asset model, and a core (group) of parents is really
becoming embedded in the community,” said parent Ani
Gnanalingam at the Wednesday meeting.
Some parents had taken an eight-session training
course by Project Cornerstone at JLS; others cited efforts
by organizations such as Positive Coaching Alliance to
help parents as well.
The Wednesday presentation noted other work under
way, such as the “Question, Persuade, Refer” training
given to every staff member in the district, the “Sources
of Strength” program at Gunn High School and the
ROCK (Reach Out Care Know) program created by Gunn
students.

Related programs on way
In addition to such programs, Palo Alto is sponsoring
the second annual Youth Forum, which will be held on
Saturday at the Cubberly Community Center. For more
information, visit http://tinyurl.com/payouth.
Also, the last session of “Growing up Asian in Palo
Alto” community conversations will happen on May 26
in the boardroom of the Palo Alto Unified School District
office at 25 Churchill Ave.
The conversation, “Connecting Family and Culture to
Our Children’s Voices,” will focus on the Developmental
Assets survey results.
Palo Alto parents Dana Tom, Becky Beacom, and Vic
Ojakian — all of whom are executive committee of Project Safety Net — will speak at the session on May 26.

School Matters is happy to hear your feedback. Please
email comments to schoolmatters@paloaltopta.org to
reach Preeva Tramiel.

Google’s doodle quest taps Bay Area boy
n

South San Francisco second-grader wins national logo contest
BY NEIL GONZALES
Bay Area News Group

A South San Francisco boy’s kooky
doodling has earned him a gallery of
millions on the Internet.
Matteo Lopez, a second-grader
at Monte Verde Elementary in San
Bruno, designed the winning logo in
the annual “Doodle 4 Google” competition, which drew more than 107,000
entries nationwide. On Friday, millions of Web surfers will see his logo
on the home page of the Mountain
View-based search company.
Matteo, 7, also has been awarded
a $15,000 college scholarship and
a $25,000 technology grant for his
school.
“I’m excited and happy,” said
Matteo, who with his mother attended Thursday’s award ceremony

“SpongeBob SquarePants”
at Google’s New York City
producer Paul Tibbitt and
office and is scheduled to
children’s author Beverly
appear on NBC’s “Today”
Cleary.
show Friday morning.
Matteo’s
submission,
“I like to draw a lot,” he
titled “Space Life,” morphed
added in a phone interview.
the Google name into a green
“I started drawing when I
alien licking the Earth, an aswas 3½ years old.”
tronaut working on a lunar
This is the fourth Doodle
LOPEZ
module and other out-of4 Google competition held
this-world portrayals. His
in the United States. Similar
contests have been held in other coun- creation reflects a desire to become a
tries around the world, from Ireland to space explorer. His idol is astronaut
Neil Armstrong, the first man on the
India.
This year’s contest challenged stu- moon.
“I want to wear a space suit, fly in
dents from kindergarten to 12th grade
to come up with a logo inspired by the space, walk on the moon and make
theme “What I’d like to do someday.” friends with aliens (on) other planThe drawings were assessed by a panel ets,” he wrote in a description of his
consisting of Google’s own team of entry. That message may have reso“Doodlers” and 13 guest judges, in- nated with NASA astronaut Nicole
cluding “Garfield” creator Jim Davis, Stott, also a guest judge.

FREE SEMINAR

Courtesy photo

Matteo Lopez, a second-grader from Monte Verde Elementary in South San
Francisco, drew the winning Google logo in an annual national competition. His
logo will show up on the Google homepage today.

“His artwork really speaks to what with Google. “And it’s quirky, fun and
he wants to do someday,” said Alexan- Googley. It captured our theme in a
der Davenport, a marketing manager creative and relatable way.”
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