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Fire guts at least one E. Palo Alto apartment
BYDIANA SAMUELS
Daily News Staff Writer

A two-alarm fire Thursday destroyed at least one apartment in an
East Palo Alto complex that has a history of fire safety problems, officials
said.
No one was injured in the fire on the
1700 block of West Bayshore Road,
Menlo Park Fire Protection District
Chief Harold Schapelhouman said. A
person standing outside the building
reported the fire at about 6:05 p.m., and
firefighters controlled the blaze within
about 15 to 20 minutes of arriving on
the scene.
Firefighters were still investigating
the cause of the fire Thursday evening
and the extent of the damage wasn’t
clear yet, Schapelhouman said. One
unit was completely “gutted,” while at
least two others likely had water damage, he said.
Schapelhouman said there may not
have been anyone inside the apartment
where the fire started.
The building was formerly owned
by Page Mill Properties. The apartment complex is “problematic” for
firefighters, Schapelhouman said, because there is a high density of residents and the buildings’ layout makes
access difficult. Firefighters were able
to quickly get to Thursday’s fire since
it was in an apartment on the outside
of the complex and near the road. “You
couldn’t have picked a better place for
a fire — not that anyone wants to pick
it,” Schapelhouman said.
“The stars lined up for us on this
one,” he said. “It wouldn’t have been
the same story at the middle or the
other end.”
Fire officials were so concerned
that the complex was unsafe that they
recently put it under a “fire watch,”
Schapelhouman said.
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about 6:05 p.m.
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The apartments’ alarms weren’t
functioning after Page Mill, the former
scandal-plagued East Palo Alto landlord, transferred its properties last year
to Wells Fargo Bank. The fire department would have moved all of the tenants out if the new management had
not hired a 24-hour security guard to

be there while the alarms were fixed.
Schapelhouman didn’t know
Thursday evening whether the new
alarm system worked. “Now we’re going to get the litmus test,” he said.
Schapelhouman did not know how
many people were evacuated, but said
the American Red Cross had likely
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been called to assist any displaced
residents.
One group of people sitting on a
curb, including a woman wrapped in
a fleece blanket, said they lived in the
complex and had evacuated. Several
others came from around the neighborhood to see what happened.

“A lot of fire came out,” said 11year-old Fernando Hernandez, who
lives in another East Palo Alto apartment building nearby. “The windows
broke and there was a lot of fire and
smoke coming out.”

E-mail Diana Samuels at
dsamuels@dailynewsgroup.com.
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Mountain lion seen Students to participate in, sing for
lying on man’s lawn Holocaust Remembrance Day
BYKRISTEN PETERS
Bay City News

A mountain lion was spotted lying
on the front lawn of a home in Woodside on Tuesday night, according to the
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office.
At approximately 9:45 p.m., the
sheriff’s office received a call from a
resident in the 100 block of Otis Street
who was reporting that a 150- to 200pound cougar was lying on his front
lawn, police said.
Deputies arrived and saw the mountain lion lounging on the hillside near
the home, according to police.
The San Mateo County Office of
Emergency Services sent out an alert
to nearby households alerting them of
the cat’s presence and advising them to
remain indoors.

Deputies then contacted the state
Department of Fish and Game for assistance.
A warden from the department arrived, observed that the mountain lion
was not being threatening, and recommended that it not be tranquilized,
county officials said. The cat had left
the area by 1 a.m., according to the
sheriff’s office.
Residents are advised not to approach mountain lions, and should
avoid hiking or jogging at dawn, dusk
and night, when the animals are most
active. In the event of a mountain lion
encounter, emergency officials advise
residents to try to appear large and
make noise.
More information about mountain lions can be found at www.keepmewild.
org.
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Students from Gunn High
School, Palo Alto High School,
Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle
School, South Peninsula Hebrew
Day School and Gideon Hausner
School plan to
participate in the
Yom HaShoah
ceremony, also
known as Holocaust Remembrance Day.
More than
500 people are
expected at the
PREEVA
ceremony, which
TRAMIEL
will be held
Congregation Beth Am, 26790
Arastradero Road, on Sunday at 5
p.m.
Yom HaShoah, the newest holiday on the Jewish calendar, is the
day when the genocides of World
War II are remembered.

This year’s theme — Dignity
and Defiance — will be illustrated
through music, dramatic readings,
first-person stories of survival and
student exhibits.
Projects and reports created by
Kari Nygaard’s English class at
JLS will be on display, along with
research posters made by Hausner
and SPHDS students. Paly and
Gunn students will read poems
and essays. Survivors of the Shoah
will begin the gathering by lighting
candles of remembrance as teens
introduce them.
The Yiddish Community Chorus
will sing a selection of songs about
the subject. Daniel Wolfert, a Gunn
High School student and choir
member, will sing “Yisrolik,” a
song written in the Vilna Ghetto in
1942 about a tough young entrepreneur who remains cheerful in the
face of adversity.

“Daniel is such a perfect choice
to sing this song,” said Karen
Bergen, director of the Yiddish
Choristers. “His age makes him a
credible ‘Yisrolik.’”
Bergen praised Wolfert’s hard
work in mastering the material.
“He’s facing Yiddish words like
‘skhoyre’ and ‘hefkediker,’ sung
quickly to quarter and eighth notes
in an up-tempo song,” Bergen said.
From Wednesday to May 27,
a selection of projects created by
Nygaard’s class will be displayed
near the fitness desk of the Oshman
Family Community Center at 3921
Fabian Way, Palo Alto.
All ceremonies and exhibitions
are free and open to the public.

School Matters is happy to
hear your feedback. Please email
comments to
schoolmatters@paloaltopta.org
to reach Preeva Tramiel.
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